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GENERAL INFORMATION

The basic purpose of this introductory course is to provide a genera framework for
the understanding of contemporary international relations (politics). The course will
be organized in two parts: the first one being conceptua and the second one being
historical. To this end, the discussion of internationa politics as a subject and
activity will be our first endeavour, concentrating on the basic concepts, actors,
elements and ingtitutions. Then comes the contemporary international politics of the
twentieth century under which we will be looking at the structure, mgjor features
and developments. The topic will be examined under three historical phases, namely
pre WWII era, post-WWII eraand post-Cold War era.

The course will be conducted on the mode of lecture, though student participation is
most welcomed.

COURSE REQUIREMENTS

Students are expected to attend the classes and read the assigned readings for each
subject. They will be asked to sit for one mid-term examination with 50% weight on
the final grade. The fina examination will count for the remaining 50% of the fina
grade.

THE ORGANIZATION OF THE COURSE

|. International Relations asa Subject and Activity
1. Definition and Scope of International Relations

-Growth of adiscipline (Internationa Relations)

-Emergence of the Modern International System

-Concept of a System

-Politics

-Nationa Politics

-International Politics

-Contending approaches to international politics
Readings. Berridge (1997) introduction, Holsti (1995) Ch.I, Wight (1991) pp. 1-
24,Hollis and Smith (1990)pp.16-44, Y urdusev (1996) pp.15-55, Yurdusev (1994)
pp.143-174.

2.Actors of/in International Politics
-the State(Great Powers, Middle Powers, Minor Powers)
Readings: Berridge ch.1, Holsti ch. 3, Wight(1986) chs.1-5.
-International Organizations (intergovernmental/nongovernmental)
-Transnationa Organizations (multinational corporations)



Readings: Berridge ch.3, Holsti ch.3, Wight (1986) chs. 19-20.
-Alliances
Readings: Berridge ch.10, Wight (1986) ch. 12.
-Public opinion
-Individuas

Reading: Holsti ch.11 (pp 260-266, 268-285).

3. Elements of/Factorsin/ International Politics
-Power-force -authority

Readings: Berridge ch.6, Holsti ch. 5, Wight (1986)ch. 1.
-Nationalism

Readings. Holsti ch. 3, Wight ch. 1.
-National Interest

Readings: Holsti ch.4, Wight (1986) ch.8
-Economy
-Ideology
-Race
-Structure

Readings: Berridge ch.4, Wight ch 13.
-Sovereignty and Intervention

Readings: Berridge ch. 9, Holsti ch. 9, Wight ch. 18.

4. Ingtitutions of/in International Politics
-Baance of Power
Readings: Berridge ch 10, Wight ch 16
-Diplomacy
Readings: Berridge ch. 11, Holsti ch 6, Wight ch 11
-International Law
Readings: Berridge ch.9, Holsti ch.12
-The UN Peacekeeping- Collective Security and the UN Welfare Network
Readings. Berridge chs.12-13, Wight chs.19-20.

I1. Contemporary International Palitics

1. International Politicsin the First Half of the Twentieth Century
-Instability and the system of the League of Nations
Readings:Wight (1986) pp. 200-216, Hindey (1963)pp. 275-334

3. The post-WWII Era
-Major Developments and Events (a narrative history)
-Distinctive features of International Politics
-The Structure of International Politics (bipolarity versus multipolarity)
-The East-West Confrontation and the Cold War
-Nuclear Weapons
-De-colonization and the Non-Alignment Movement
-The North-South Conflict and Globa Division
Readings: Wight pp. 216-293, Berridge pp.24-43, Hindey (1963) pp. 335-367.



4. The post-Cold War Era
-The Emerging Structure of Internationa Politics
-New Forcesin Internationd Politics
Readings: Keohane (1993), pp1-19, 104-126, 381-404.
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