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GENERAL INFORMATION

The basic purpose of this undergraduate course is to give the students a general
understanding of the ‘modern international system’. It takes the idea of an
international system as the basic tool and first dwells on what it is and what it is not.
To this end, the conceptual problem will be the first topic with which we shall be
dealing. How a conception of international system can be constructed will be
explained through different approaches.

In the second part of the course, the modern international system will be our focal
point. To cope with the problems in understanding the modern international system, a
civilisationally-based conception of universal history will be introduced and links
between civilisations and international systems are to be discussed. After a brief
overview of the pre-modern international systems, the historical development of the
modern system will constitute the bulk of our discussion. How the system has become
what it is now is, of course, a basic concern. The course will end with an analysis of
the present state of the modern international system and of the problems and issues
confronting it.

The course will be conducted on the basis of lecture and student participation. On the
issues and problems of the modern international system we shall depend more on
classroom discussions.

COURSE REQUIREMENTS

Students are expected to read the assigned readings for each subject. Students will be
asked to sit on for a mid-term examination on the conceptual part of the course, or
optionally to write an essay, consisting of about 10 pages, on any of the issues of the
modern international system. Essays are due on the last day of classes. Both mid-term
examination and the essay will constitute half of the final grade. The remaining half is
to be counted for by the final examination.



THE ORGANIZATION OF THE COURSE

Introduction

Conceptions of International System

1. Theideaof system (socia system, political system, international system)

2. Ahistorical conceptions (realist school and behaviouralist school)

3. Historical conceptions (world-system school and the British school)

History of the Modern International System
1. The concept of universal history
2. The concept of civilisation
3. Civilisations and international systems
4. Pre-modern international systems
5. The Eurasian international system
6. The modern international system
a) The origins and the emergence of the modern system
b) The growth of the modern system
¢) Theinstitutionalization and the globalization of the system
The Present State of the Modern International System
1. Political organization
2. Economic structure
3. Cultural aspects
4. Issues and problems of the modern system (the list is not exhaustive)
a) ldentity
b) Legitimacy and participation
¢) Justice and poverty
d) Unity versus plurality (cultural differentiation)
€) Racism
f) Human right and intervention

g) Environment and pollution
h) War and stability
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