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DECISION MAKING AND IMPLEMENTATION IN FOREIGN POLICY

Fall Semester 2004-2005
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SCOPE: This course is intended to provide an examination, through case studies, the
process of decision making and implementation in foreign policy. Theories of decision
making and their application to specific cases will be covered in the lectures and
discussions. This course is designed for third and fourth year students who need to extend
their knowledge on foreign policy decision-making mechanisms and processes.

SYLLABUS: Theories of decision making and implementation in foreign policy;
international crises; rational actor; groupthink; organizational process; bureaucratic
politics; and foreign policy implementation. Case Studies: The Cuban Missile Crisis (4),
The Bay of Pigs (2); Korean War; Pearl Harbor; Vietnam War (3); Marshall Plan; Non-
Recognition of China; Invasion of Suez; Incursion into Cambodia; Intervention in the
Angolan Civil War; 1980 Olympic Games Boycott; Decision to Bomb Libya; Decision to
End Persian Gulf War,; Restoring Aristide to Office in Haiti; Hostage Rescue Mission,
Decision on Caspian Oil Pipeline in Turkish Foreign Policy, Britain and Qil Sanctions
Against Rhodesia; Giscard d’Estaing’s Policy Towards Africa; International Economic
Policy in a World Political Economy; Britain’s CSCE Policy,1975-84.

TEACHING ARRANGEMENTS: The students are expected to prepare and present
papers on case studies and actively participate in the discussions during the
presentations. In addition, there will be a final examination. The weights of the final

examination, the paper and its presentation, and the participation in the discussions are as
follows:

Paper: 20%
Presentation: 20%
Participation: 25%

Final Examination: 35%

Final Examination Date: January 13, 2004 at 16:00 hours

Important: Students who did nof attend lecture series of IR 234, Introduction to
Foreign Policy Analysis, are strongly advised to make the additional readings provided

in the Reading List.
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