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International Relations (IR) is often understood as the study of politics premised on inter-
governmental relations. Therefore, mainstream theoretical accounts tend to privilege
interaction among states as the paramount, if not the only or exclusive, site of
thematization. As a result, the global context is reduced in mainstream treatments to
security, diplomacy and aspects of inter-governmental association. That this approach is
fundamentally flawed has been the linchpin of recent critical thinking in the field. Yet,
paradoxically, the bulk of the critical theories advanced by scholars within IR in the last
two decades or so appear (a) not only greatly to continue the mainstream preoccupations,
even if only to engage and refute those, deemed to be a prerequisite for emerging, new
ideas in the discipline, (b) but also remain conspicuously aloof to insights in disciplines
bordering IR.

This course, which does not necessarily require a prior knowledge of IR theory, seeks to
remedy this gap, and explores the trans-national, trans-local, inter-ethnic traces and bonds
in the wider global context, as researched and reflected on in a variety of disciplines beside
IR, such as history, postcolonial studies, anthropology, and social theory. The course does
not purport to exhaust the numerous themes and varieties of critical international thinking
in these disciplines. Rather, the modest aim the course serves is to introduce the student to
the most outstanding or prominent work produced in these fields, with a view to
developing an awareness, for the fourth year student, of the broader setting in global
theory.

COURSE REQUIREMENTS

Following a lecture by the instructor, the weekly sessions will take the form of open-ended
discussions on the course material assigned for the week. Students are expected to do brief
reviews (about 800 words) of the reading material each week, to be submitted to the
instructor. The final grade will be formed by an evaluation of participation in the
discussions (50 percent) and the weekly reviews (50 percent).

THE ORGANIZATION OF THE COURSE AND THE READING MATERIAL

Arabic numerals indicate the weeks. The reading material is supplied by the instructor.
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