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Politics appears to be about space first and foremost—about the shaping of space, centring and re-centring of
it, branded as the public domain. The incessant structuring of this sphere by politics often occurs in unison
with various configurations of yet more space on several levels, mostly interwoven: inter-personal,
communal, societal. This postgraduate course in International Relations is about the politics of space in the
global association, where the concept of space receives unparalleled emphasis via a unique canonization of
territoriality as the lynchpin of the sovereign state, the principle unit of the dense global spatiality. The state
is not only assumed in this setting to be spatial beyond and above all else, but also the interaction among
territorial states is perceived largely as a spatial play, namely one of positioning, expansion and alignment in
the cosmology formed by global politics.

Space and politics as a theme in the study of international affairs is usually associated with geopolitics.
Geopolitics, which originally meant a scholarly concern in the effects of geography on politics, has come to
signify a quasi-systemic approach to space and strategy in global society constituted by states, or blocks of
states, engaged in interest pursuit, power maximization or balance.

The present course is greatly about geopolitical thinking in the West in the last century, including an
exploration of the recent critical insights into geopolitics by geographers, such as John Agnew and Gear6id O
Tuathail. The course also includes the post-Cold War extensions or transformations of traditional geopolitics,
such as Francis Fukuyama’s much highlighted thesis on the global liberal space as the ultimate space, and
Samuel Huntington’s equally intensely debated argument on space, culture and global conflict, championed
not only by a crucial number of analysts and policy-makers in the mainstream West, but also by various
ideologues in the periphery, principally Islamists, who seem presently to be in the thick of a confrontation
which many consider to be the new fault line in international politics supplanting the erstwhile East-West
dichotomy.

COURSE REQUIREMENTS

The course will be conducted partly in lecture mode and partly in the form of presentations and group
discussions on the basis of the theme and reading material assigned for the week. Students are expected to do
a presentation (40 %) and submit a term paper (40 %). The two requirements, with an assessment of
individual participation in the discussions (20 %), will form the basis of the final grade.

THE ORGANIZATION OF THE COURSE AND THE BIBLIOGRAPHY

The Arabic numerals preceding the main headings below refer to the weeks. The texts to be used and
consulted on the course are to be supplied by the instructor. Still, for those who would like to reach the texts
directly or, better still, electronically, the sources are marked as follows: JS (JStore), Ebsco, METU L.ib,
Bilkent Lib. JStore and Ebsco are accessible only through the computers on the campus. With the library
books, the relevant call numbers are also indicated. The sources unmarked come from the personal library of
the instructor.
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