1. Course Number and Title
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TRANSBOUNDARY WATER RESOURCES MANAGEMENT: CONTENDING
APPROACHES AND EVOLVING PARADIGMS

2. Catalog Description

Water is a vital resource to many levels of human survival for which there is no
substitute; it ignores political boundaries, fluctuates in both space and time, and has
multiple and conflicting demands on its use. In the past hundred years, the world
population is tripled while the demand for water has increased seven-fold. The problems
facing arid and semi-arid regions of the world with respect to the availability of the
sufficient good quality freshwater have been highlighted during the 20" century. The
debate has been inconclusive. Hence this independent study aims to introduce the
students with the evolving water management paradigms and elaborate on how these
dialogues culminated in defining the “integrated water resources management” as the key
approach for sustainable development and poverty reduction.

Yet, the challenge is to facilitate integrated water resources management in
transboundary river basins to minimize conflicts between states that share them. In that
context, the course will analyze many dimensions of the transboundary water resources
management by focusing on the cases from the Middle East and North Africa. Moreover,
the contending approaches to water disputes in transboundary river basins, namely “the
water wars,” “political economy of water resources management,” and “international
water law” will be discussed by and large.

Finally the course will present a productive approach to the development of
transboundary waters, that is, to examine the benefits in the river basin from a regional
approach. This has regularly required the riparians to get past looking at water as a
commodity to be divided — a zero-sum, rights-based approach — and rather to develop an
approach that equitably allocates not the water, but the benefits derived there from: a
positive-sum, integrative approach. This cooperative approach offers broader agendas to
the riparians to tackle water resources management as part of larger framework of overall
socio-economic development of the river basin thereby showing a new potential
framework for water based cooperation.
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5. Course Objectives

This independent study aims to develop a comprehensive understanding on the
global water policy dialogues and evolving water management paradigms. Contending
approaches to water disputes in transboundary river basins will be studied with a
particular emphasis on the regional approach which offers broader agendas to the
riparians to tackle water resources management as part of larger framework of overall
socio-economic development of the river basin.

6. Course Outline

Week 1 Global Water Predicament and International Response

Week 2 Evolving Water Management Paradigms: From “Hydraulic Mission” to
“Integrated Water Resources Management”

Week 3 Water for Sustainable Development: Making Integrated Water Resources
Management Work

Week 4 Transboundary Water Resources Management: Case Studies from the
Middle East and North Africa

Week 5 Water Wars and Water Reality

Week 6 The Political Economy of Water

Week 7 The Relevance and Role of Water Law in Sustainable Development of
Water Resources

Week 8 Broadening the Cooperation Agendas that Enable Links between
Cooperation and Development

Week 9 From Sharing Water to Sharing Baskets of Benefits

Week 10-11  General discussion on the specific research question formulated by the
student

Week 12-14  Preparation of the paper by the student and weekly discussions of written
drafts

7. Course Proposal Prepared by  Dr. Aysegiil Kibaroglu

8. Justification for the Course Outline

Depletion and degradation of water resources due to the growing mismatch between
supply and demand constitute one of the critical changes in environment which may end
up with economic decline and political instability at intrastate and interstate level. This
course introduces this global phenomenon to the international relations students that may
enable them to comprehend the politics of natural resources management particularly at
interstate level. Moreover, an interdisciplinary approach is adopted in instruction in line



with the understanding that water is intimately linked to the socioeconomic development
as well as legal principles and procedures.

9. Overlapping and Complementing Courses

No overlapping courses.

10. Effective Date  February 2004

11. Frequency Every Fall and Spring Term
12. Opinion of the Departmental Academic Board (Approved)




